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Abstrak:Tujuan Tujuan dari research ini adalah untuk menentukan gaya 
belajar para siswa dalam mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggris kelas sebelas SMA 
N 3 Ketapang untuk nilai  siswa diatas rata-rata. Metode yang digunakan  
dalam penelitaian ini adalah studi kasus. Di penelitian ini, peneliti 
menganalisis gaya belajar pelajaran bahasa inggris siswa yang diatas rata-
rata. Penelitian ini dilakukan di SMAN 3 Ketapang tahun akademik 
2011/2012. Subjek  penelitian ini adalah para siswa kelas sebelas SMAN 3 
Ketapang yang mendapatkan nilai mata pelajaran Bahasa Inggris diatas 
rata-rata nilai dibuku rapot siswa. Teknik pengumpulan data untuk 
menemukan gaya belajar  siswa, peneliti menggunakan wawancara 
langsung pada data terkait untuk kasus ini.  Data dianalisis dengan 
mendeskripsikan setiap wawancara dari siswa. Sebagai hasil, peneliti 
menemukan bahwa gaya belajar dari responden adalah yang paling banyak 
visual major learning style.                
KataKunci: audiotory,visual,kinesthetic            
Abstract:The purpose of this research is to find out the students English 
learning styles of Eleventh grade of SMAN 3 Ketapang who were above 
average students. The method used in this research was case study. In this 
research the researcher analyzed the English learning style of the above 
average students. This research was conducted in SMAN 3 Ketapang 
academic year 2011/2012. The subject of this research was the students of 
Eleventh grade of SMAN 3 Ketapang who got above average English 
score in their rapport book. Technique of data collecting to investigate 
their English learning styles, the researcher used interview in gathering the 
data related to this case. The data were analyzed by describing each them 
of the interview. As a result, the writer found that the learning style of 
respondents was mostly Visual major learning style.             
Keywords: auditory,visual,kinesthetic 
nderstanding how learning styles influence students‟ learning is increasingly 
important. Identifying the learners learn best becomes useful in helping 
students understand and become aware of how they themselves learn and 
study best. It is also useful in helping teachers achieve a more holistic approach to 
selecting and designing teaching strategies, lessons, and activities that maximize 
students learning and understanding. Reiff (1992) claims that styles influence how 
students learn, how teachers‟ teach, and how interact.  Similar to students, 
teaching also varies. Some teacher, lecture, demonstrate or discuses, focus on 
rules, and emphasize memory or understanding.  
Learners who learn following their own style become better learners. As 
what Keef (1991) states that learners who understand their learning style and who 
exercise active control over their cognitive skills do better in school.  They are 
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better adjusted, have more positive attitude toward learning and achieve at higher 
levels. Therefore the researcher was interested to discover the learning style of the 
students of SMAN 3 Ketapang, especially those who got score 80 and above. 
As a matter a fact, SMAN 3 Ketapang is considered as a favourite school 
in Ketapang for same reasons.  First, it is categorized as Grade A from its 
accreditation assessment from National accreditation association. Second, the 
input students must reach a certain passing grade score. 
However, there were only three students of the eleventh grade who could 
manage to get score 80 and above. While the rest could only manage to get the 
passing grade. Some of them never could only manage to get lower score. 
 With regard to this, the researcher was curious to find out how the English 
learning style of those three students who were successful in getting very 
satisfactory score. By discovering their English Learning Style, it was affected 
that it can be shared to the other students. Besides, it is good for the teacher to be 
aware of their students learning style in order to be able to facilitate students with 
appropriate teaching and learning strategies. Furthermore, each person has a 
unique learning style. Gregoric (1979) emphasizes students‟ behavior in his 
definition of learning style. Meanwhile Kocinski (1984) define learning style as 
the preferred way to learn and the way a person learns best. It means that learning 
is usually accomplished more rapidly and retained longer if it is presented in ways 
that the individual prefers. Ford (1981) states learning style as adaptive strategic 
reactions to a particular learning situation, which might depend on such factors as 
level of interest of anxiety or as more stable style linked with feature of 
personality and motivation.      
 Moreover, Martin (1991) which divides the learning style in three 
categories. They are: Visual learning style, Auditory learning style, kinesthetic 
learning style. 
a. Visual learning style 
Visual learning style is a learning style that likes to keep an 
eye on the teacher by sitting in the front of the class and watching the 
lecture closely. Often visual learners will find that information when it 
is explained with the aid of a chart or picture. A student with visual 
learning style learns best thought seeing. 
b. Auditory learning style 
Auditory learning style is a learning style in which a student 
learns through listening. Students with this style will be able to 
understand and successes by a reading passage they have read but then 
experience a full understanding as they listen to the class lecture. 
When an auditory learner reads, they cannot comprehend anything 
without sound around them. In these conditions, listening something 
in the background will help students to work better. Kostelnik et al 
(2004: 23) says that auditory learner may have a knack for 
ascertaining the true meaning of someone‟s words by listening to 
audible signals like changes in tone. Students with auditory learning 
  
 
style relate most effectively by listening to information, music, 
watching video, recording lectures. 
c. Kinesthetic learning style 
Learning style of students is also flexible. Students can 
develop ability in their less dominant styles, as well as increase their 
skill with style they already use well. Everyone has preferred learning 
style through which they learn most effectively. If students preferred 
learning by doing something or more effectively learn by touching 
something, this preferred learning style is called kinesthetic learning 
style. 
Kinesthetic learning style is learning by doing things or 
experiencing. Students with kinesthetic learning style will most likely 
aspire the most when given the chance to work with their hands or 
move around the classroom during the lesson. Kinesthetic learners 
will retain the most information by touching, feeling, and 
experiencing. They also learn by getting their body action and moving 
around, studying in short blocks, using flash card and role playing. 
Based on the description above, those three major categories were used as 
underlying theories to analyze students English Learning styles in this research. 
 
METHOD OF RESEARCH 
In order to answer the research questions, the method used in this research 
is a case study research. A case study research is an inquiry that focuses on 
describing, understanding, predicting, and/or controlling the individual i.e., 
Process, animal, person, household, organization, group, industry, culture, or 
nationality). This definition is intentionally broader than the definition that Yin 
(1994,p. 13) proposes that:“A case study is an empirical inquiry that investigates a 
contemporary phenomenon within its real life context, especially when the 
boundaries between phenomenon and context are not clearly evident.” 
Case study strive to portray „what it is like‟ to be in particular situation, to 
catch the close up reality and „thick description‟ (Geertz, 1973) of participants‟ 
lived experience of, thoughts about and feelings for situation a situation 
The participants of this research was three students who were as 
categorized “A” grade student. “A” grade student is the student who got a score 
80 or above. There were only three students of this categorized. 
A technique is used to collect the appropriate data to solve the research 
problem of objectively. The technique of collecting data is direct technique. The 
writer collected the data by using unstructured interview in order to find out the 
students learning styles of those three students of SMAN 3 Ketapang with average 
above.The writer also used tape-recorder in recording. Besides, interview guide 
was provided to elicite the students responses 
Table 1. Interview Guide 
Learning Styles Learning Styles Exhibited by the Students 
The Auditory major Learning Style 1. Listening to the teacher‟s explanation 
2. Listening to the music 
3. Listening someone talks 
  
 
4. Talking to a group 
5. interviewing, debating 
6. Giving oral reports 
7. Discussing 
The Visual Major Learning Style 1. Watching Movies 
2.Reading Book or Lesson 
3. Watching Television 
4. Doing game in Whiteboard 
5.Following instruction to make something 
6. seeing pictures, maps or slides 
7. making models 
The Kinesthetic Major Learning 
Style 
1. Playing in the class  
2. Playing in the outside Class 
3. Being Models 
4. Following teacher instruction 
5. Touching everything 
6. Writing about lesson  
7. Setting up experiments 
Source : Modified on Donal Martin (1991),How to be a succesful student 
and Judie Heynes, Teach to students learning styleswww.everythingESL.net 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
a. Findings 
Table 1 contains overall result of the interview and the division of learning 
styles. It also covered the percentage of each aspect answer of the students. 
Table 1 
The number of students Checklist response of Learning Style 
Auditory Learning style 
No Statements Student 
1 
Student 
2 
Student  
3 
Yes No 
1 Listening to the teacher‟s 
explanation 
      100% 0% 
2 Listening to the music       100% 0% 
3 Listening someone talks       100% 0% 
4 Talking to a group       33,3% 66,6% 
5 interviewing, debating       66,6% 33,3% 
6 Giving oral reports       0% 100% 
7 Discussing       33,3% 66,6% 
Among the three students being interviewed, all of them always listen to 
the teacher listening to the teacher. Besides, they also always listen to the English 
music as well as someone else who is talking in English.  
 However, there was only one of them whose talk with a group. Two of 
them never talking to a group. As well as discussing, only one of them students 
who discuss on learning style. There were two of them always interview and 
  
 
debate on their auditory learning style. But no one of them gives oral report on the 
learning style. 
Visual Learning style 
No Statements Student 
1 
Student 
2 
Student  
3 
Yes No 
1 Watching Movies       100% 0% 
2 Reading Book or Lesson       66,6% 33,3% 
3 Watching Television       66,6% 33,3% 
4 Doing game in Whiteboard       33% 66% 
5 Following instruction to make 
something 
      100% 0% 
6 seeing pictures, maps or slides       100% 0% 
7 making models       0% 100% 
From the three students being interviewed, all of them always watch 
movies on their learning style. Besides, they also always following instruction to 
make something and see picture, maps or slides as their learning styles.And then, 
there were only two of them who read book or lesson book. One of them never the 
reading book but only lesson book. Besides, they also were watching television on 
their learning style. Meanwhile only one of them was doing game in whiteboard. 
Finally, no one of them make model as learning style. 
Kinesthetic 
No Statements Student 
1 
Student 
2 
Student  
3 
Yes No 
1 Playing in the class       33,3% 66,6% 
2 Playing in the outside Class       0% 100% 
3 Being Models       0% 100% 
4 Following teacher instruction       100% 0% 
5 Touching everything       0% 100% 
6 Writing about lesson       66,6% 33,3% 
7 Setting up experiments       0% 100% 
 
Where 
 
Based the three students being interviewed, all of them always follow 
teacher instruction. But, there were only one of them whose always play in the 
class. Two of them never play in the class using English. And then, there were 
two of them always write about lesson book. One of them rarely did that. 
However, no one of them play in the outclass, be models, touch everything and set 
up models.          
  
 
 The result of the researcher had investigated learning styles students‟ 
Eleventh grades who get above average score. The data had been collected from 
interview. From the interview respondents, the researcher found that there are two 
major learning styles the students prefer to apply the Visual learning styles. In 
investigating the English learning style of the above average students, from the 
exiting data, it show there were the most learning styles to use the students it is 
auditory major learning style and visual major learning style. There analysis found 
after the researcher interview the respondents.    
 Student 1 most using auditory major learning style and visual major 
learning style. It can be seen from student 1 answer interview student 1 did 6 from 
7 factor auditory major learning style. Furthermore, visual major learning style 
student 1 did 5 from 7 factors. And then, to kinesthetic major learning style 
student 1 did 2 factors. It means visual major learning style and auditory major 
learning style influence student 1 learning style to improve English score in 
school. Factor student 2 more little than student 1. Student 2 using auditory major 
learning style 3 factor from 7 factor it. Furthermore, visual major learning style 
indicator student 2 answered 4 factors from 7. And Last, to kinesthetic major 
learning style student 2 answer 2 from 7 factors. It means that student 2 using 
auditory major learning style more dominant than other learning style. Student 3 
more using visual major learning style than other learning style. Student 3 
answers 4 from 7 factor auditory major learning style. Furthermore to visual 
major learning style student 3 did 5 factors from 7 factors. And then to kinesthetic 
major learning style, student 3 using only 2 factors used that. It means students 3 
more using visual major learning style as learning style to improve score English. 
Therefore, it can be conclude that almost all of them learn with visual learning 
style. 
b. Discussion 
Students learn best when they themselves are actively involved in their 
own learning. This suggests, who are given direct experience and concrete object 
than can be seen, handled and touched will learn well. To do this they also need to 
talk or write about lesson. However, students do not all learn in the same way and 
learn at the same rate. 
The students who get above average score exhibited different learning 
styles. Preferred auditory learning styles, visual learning styles, and kinesthetic 
learning styles. A visual learner learns from seeing things. Visual learners might 
demonstrate many or all of the following characteristics: watches rather than 
verbally participate. The auditory learner going knowledge by hearing thing. A 
kinesthetic learner learns best by touching or actively exploring the world around 
him.         
 Students who get above average score happen because they habitation 
learning English. From the learning style they have, they can apply the relevant 
aspects that they are used to practice both in the classroom and outside the 
classroom. No matter what kind of learning style they preffer. 
It is claimed that one has better learning styles than others although there 
are differences in how students learn English. It is also stated that no learning 
  
 
style is better or worse than another. It should based on the students own 
characteristics. Therefore, a good teaching learning process should be able to 
provide various kinds of materials and various teaching learning approach and 
technique in order to cover those different learning style..  
 The teachers‟ material on SMAN 3 Ketapang supporting to improve two 
learning styles that. The problem of SMAN 3 Ketapang is less attention teachers 
to students learning style which usually they using in school or outside school, 
often don‟t paid attention teacher because teacher stuck to method and material in 
school. The teacher don‟t applying what the students want as their learning styles 
such as watching television, watching film, listen to music, playing in the class 
and outside class. Knowledge had got from that learning style about English only 
to improving their vocabulary not to improve other skill in English. 
From theme above, teacher should accommodate learning styles 
differences. Learning style should give the teachers new directions for making 
change in their classroom. Teacher should know that students will be better 
learners when they can expand their preferences. When teaching accommodates 
various preferences more students will be successfully. 
 
CONCLUSSION 
After having the process of research which involved three students of 
eleventh grade SMAN 3 Ketapang, especially those who got above average score. 
This research found that the students have practiced the whole three learning 
styles in learning. 
Based on this response research is that the type of leaning styles that had 
been by practiced the students was visual major learning style. However visual 
media they used did not only depend on what the teacher provided. Instead they 
usually also watched television and read books for their own expert. 
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